Conference
A LITERARY WORK IN THE PUBLISHING PROCESS: THE
RECEPTION OF EAST AND WEST IN RUSSIA

14-15 April 2026

Applications are accepted until 5 April 2026 via Yandex.Form:
https://forms.yandex.ru/u/6931446402848fd315d0ec15 (please fill in the form and

click the «OtmpaButs» / “Submit” button).
In case of any difficulties, please contact the Secretary of the Organizing

Committee at: va.d.chechnev(@yandex.ru

Conference Concept

A literary work is born twice: at the moment of its creation by the author and
at the moment of its publication. It is precisely the publishing process — from
manuscript to finished book — that serves as the key mediator between the creative
act and cultural reception. In Russia, the role of the publisher as a “cultural
translator” and “strategist of popularization™ acquires particular significance.

The aim of the conference is to comprehensively explore how publishing,
editorial practices, and marketing strategies shape the image of the “Other” —
whether the “mysterious” East or the “rational” West — in the mind of the Russian
reader. We propose to consider the literary work not as a static text, but as a dynamic
object that is transformed at every stage of the publishing chain: selection, editing,
annotation/commentary, design, and promotion.

The range of issues is quite broad. How do editorial revisions and publishing
strategies affect the perception of literature, including translated literature? What
was the specificity of the reception of Eastern and Western literature in different
periods of Russian book publishing (pre-revolutionary, Soviet, post-Soviet)? How

have the canons of “classics” of the East and West been transformed under the
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influence of publishing series and academic projects? What are the mechanisms for
popularizing “difficult” or marginal foreign literature through publishing practices?

The conference proposes to view publishing not merely as a technical process,
but as a powerful institution that actively shapes literary canons and images of other

cultures in Russia.

Within the framework of the conference, the following topics are planned
for discussion:
1. A.M. Gorky as a social educator: publishing and educational projects in

shaping the intellectual landscape of the era.

2. Publishing and writers’ archives and their role in reconstructing the
literary process.
3. Constructing cultural geography: publishing strategies for translating

and representing Eastern fiction.
4. Norms and paradoxes of translating and publishing Western literature.

5. The publisher as a subject of the cultural process.

6. The book as an integral artefact: the semiotics of material form from
editing to binding.
7. Instrumentalization of the classics: publishing practices of

recontextualizing literary heritage for ideological and political purposes.

The Organizing Committee reserves the right to competitively select
applications and reject them. Travel and accommodation expenses are to be covered
by the conference participants themselves.

Presentation time limit: up to 20 minutes; discussion: up to 5 minutes.

Conference language: Russian. Participation: in-person / online.

Abstracts of the reports will be published in the online journal of the Gorky
Institute of World Literature of the Russian Academy of Sciences “New Russian

Humanities Research” (indexed in RSCI): https://nrgumis.ru/index.php/journal
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